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SEASON IN REVIEW

TUESDAY’S TAKEOVER

Read about how the men’s tennis
team made its first conference tournament since 2014 and improved
its win total this year.

The Eastern baseball team had six
home runs in the first two innings of
its game against Saint Louis.
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Imani Ryan, a sophomore family and consumer sciences major, holds up her “No Means No” poster during Take Back the Night on Tuesday evening.

Raising their voices
Students march
around campus to
support survivors
of sexual violence

OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Students hold their posters high as they marched around campus during Take
Back the Night Tuesday evening.

By Olivia Swenson-Hultz
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
Students gathered at the Doudna Steps to speak up against sexual violence at “Take Back the Night” on Tuesday evening.
Organized by Sexual Assault and
Counseling and Information Service and
EIU FEM, students wrote their feelings
and facts about sexual violence in chalk
on the Doudna Steps and proceeded to

march across campus.
They shouted a variety of chants as
they held their posters high, such as
“Hey, hey, ho, ho, sexual violence has got
to go” and “Claim our bodies, claim our
lives. Take a stand, take back the night.”
Alana Reinhardt, the president of EIU
FEM, said members had just brought the
march back after a two-year hiatus.
“I wanted to stand in solidarity with
and stand up for those who are silenced
because of their gender and sexual violence,” Reinhardt said.
Imani Ryan, a sophomore family and
consumer science major, held up a “No
means no” poster as she marched.

Voices, page 5

Concert to feature students’ compositions
By Andrew Paisley
Campus Reporter | @Andrew_Paisley1
Students will show pieces they have been
working on throughout the semester during the Composers’ Forum Concert, set for
7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Dvorak Concert Hall of the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
The forum, which occurs every semester,
is a showcase for Eastern student composers, said music professor Bradley Decker.
Students must write, arrange, create

scores and parts, solicit student performers
and coordinate rehearsals.
“The students have worked on original
works all semester and work hard to have
them performed at the concert,” Decker
said. “It is always a fantastic event with an
eclectic mix of styles.”
This semester’s forum will consist of nine
original compositions, written by students
from the freshman to graduate level. It features works by three senior composition
majors: Ben Damann, Jessica French and

Michael Winslow.
Winslow will be presenting an electroacoustic work that blends acoustic and electronic music together into a fixed, stereo
composition, Decker said.
French is presenting a work for a mixed
chamber ensemble.
“The piece I have worked on this semester is titled ‘Disparity,’ which is defined as
a great difference between something, such
as great differences in economic status, racial inequality and social injustice,” French

said. “Each of these topics were brought to
my attention in January during a mission
trip to Chicago.”
French said that Chicago has been and is
currently segregated, and it is a result of the
practices of redlining, or selling properties
in a designated area to one ethnic group,
and gentrification, or renovating a lower income house or housing district to fit middle class standards, during and after the civil rights era.
Concert, page 5
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Local weather State and Nation
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

PARTLY CLOUDY

PARTLY CLOUDY

High: 63°
Low: 37°

High: 63°
Low: 42°
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Latest shooting case continues
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — The
suspect in Sunday's killings at a Tennessee Waffle House once lived in Colorado,
where police say a co-worker described
him as being paranoid and delusional at
times.
Travis Reinking lived in Salida, Colorado, for several months in 2016 and 2017
and worked at a company called Rocky
Mountain Crane, Detective Sgt. Rob
Martellaro of the Salida Police Department said in a report Monday.
One of Reinking's former co-workers
told Martellaro that Reinking had identified himself as an anti-government "sovereign citizen" who also disliked the National Rifle Association. Martellaro said
the former co-worker left him with the
impression that Reinking's interest in the
sovereign citizen movement was part of
his "delusional makeup."
Meanwhile, the man who snatched
an AR-15 rifle away from the gunman at
the restaurant told Tennessee lawmakers
Tuesday he faced "the true test of a man,"
drawing a standing ovation during his
brief address.
As the House hailed him as a hero with
a resolution, James Shaw Jr. said he acted
early Sunday at a Nashville Waffle House
to save his own life, and saved others in
the process.
The 29-year-old said he has since gone
to see some of the shooting victims in the

hospital and they all remembered him.
He apologized to the people whose loved
ones died in the attack.
The Senate also honored Shaw on
Tuesday.
Davidson County Sheriff Daron Hall
said Tuesday that Reinking has been
"compliant" and "cooperative" since he
was transferred to the jail late Monday after he was captured near the apartment
where he lived. Also on Tuesday, a Nashville judge revoked the bond of the shooting suspect.
Reinking, 29, is charged with four
counts of criminal homicide. Police say
he opened fire outside the restaurant with
an AR-15 rifle and then stormed the restaurant, wearing only a green jacket. Four
other people were wounded in the shooting.
Reinking escaped on foot from the restaurant and shed his only item of clothing. By the time he was captured in the
woods nearby, police had searched his
apartment, and found the key fob to a
stolen BMW they had recovered in the
parking lot days earlier. The BMW theft
had not initially been tied to Reinking.
Nashville Police Department Lt. Carlos Lara told reporters Reinking was arrested Monday after detectives were
tipped to the suspect's presence by some
construction workers. He carried a black
backpack with a silver semi-automatic

weapon and .45-caliber ammunition.
The arrest ended a 24-hour manhunt
involving more than 160 law enforcement officers, but it left troubling unanswered questions about official responses
to months of bizarre behavior before the
restaurant attack, including encounters
with police in Illinois and Colorado and
an arrest at the White House that raised
red flags.
Last July, Reinking was arrested by the
U.S. Secret Service after he entered a restricted area near the White House and
refused to leave, saying he wanted to meet
President Donald Trump.
The suspect told Washington, D.C.,
police he was a sovereign citizen and had a
right to inspect the grounds, according to
an incident report.
Reinking was not armed at the time,
but at the FBI's request, Illinois police revoked his state firearms card. Four guns,
including the AR-15 used in the shootings, were transferred to his father, a procedure allowed under Illinois law.
Don Aaron, a Nashville Police spokesman, said Reinking's father "has now acknowledged giving them back" to his son.
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives special Agent Marcus Watson said Monday that his father's action
is "potentially a violation of federal law."
Phone calls to a number listed for the
father went unanswered.

US/NKorea negotiations continue
WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Donald Trump on Tuesday said Kim
Jong Un wants a historic, high-stakes
meeting as soon as possible and suggested
the North Korean dictator has been "very
open" and "very honorable," a sharply
different assessment of a leader he once
denounced as "Little Rocket Man."
The United States and North Korea have been negotiating a summit between Trump and Kim to be held in May
or June to broker a deal on Pyongyang's
nuclear program. Trump, who has struck
a decidedly optimistic tone on the situation in recent days, said Tuesday that the
United States and North Korea were having "good discussions."
Trump cautioned that North Korea
had not followed through on previous
promises, but credited tough steps from
his administration — including sanctions
and organizing pressure from interna-

tional allies — for having forced Pyongyang to hold talks. And he again suggested that he would "leave the table" if the
negotiations were not productive or if
North Korea was not operating in good
faith.
Trump's comments came days after a
flurry of moves from North Korea that
the White House was anxious to promote as signs that its coercion campaign
was working. On Saturday, North Korea
announced it will close its nuclear testing
facility and suspend nuclear and intercontinental ballistic missile tests.
However, the North stopped short of
suggesting it will give up its nuclear weapons — as Trump suggested in a weekend
tweet — or scale back its production of
missiles and their related components.
This week, U.S.-allied South Korean President Moon Jae-in and Kim will
hold a summit in the Demilitarized

Zone between the Koreas that could lay
the ground for Trump's planned meeting with the North Korean dictator. The
leaders of the U.S. and North Korea have
never met during six decades of hostility
since the Korean War.
The exact date and location of the possible summit has not been determined.
This year, Kim has pivoted from confrontation to diplomacy and, according
to South Korea and China, has expressed
a commitment to denuclearization. There
is still uncertainty about what he seeks in
return.
Later Tuesday, Trump sidestepped
a question as to why he would use the
word "honorable" to describe Kim, who
has been accused of starving his own people, executing his political opponents and
ordering the killing of a member of his
own family.

4th death reported
in Illinois linked to
synthetic drugs
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Illinois
public health officials say a fourth person has died after using synthetic marijuana.
The Illinois Department of Public Health said Tuesday afternoon that
the most recent victim was a woman in her 30s from central Illinois. Her
death comes as the state deals with an
outbreak of people experiencing severe
bleeding after using synthetic marijuana. More than 150 people in Illinois
in 13 counties have been sickened and
three others have died. Those include a
Chicago-area man in his 20s and two
central Illinois men, one in his 20s and
the other in his 40s.
State health officials say the products are deadly and urge people not to
use them. Those who have become sick
have reported coughing up blood, severe bloody noses and internal bleeding.

Prosecutor: No
more testimony
allowed from 10
Chicago cops
CHICAGO (AP) — Records released by the Cook County state's attorney show that 10 Chicago police
officers will no longer be witnesses in
any criminal cases because of credibility concerns.
The Chicago Tribune reports records show the decision was made after State's Attorney Kim Foxx's office
threw out convictions of 15 men who
were allegedly framed by former Sgt.
Ronald Watts. The office decided after reviewing the cases that the ten officers who worked closely with Watts
could be no longer used as witnesses "due to concerns about their credibility and alleged involvement in the
misconduct."
Watts pleaded guilty in 2013 to
stealing money from an FBI informant and was given a sentence of 22
months.
So far the state's attorney's office
has reversed more than 30 convictions
secured by Watts and his team.

TODAY ON
TODAY
ONCAMPUS:
CAMPUS
Don't Be a Buzzkill: Seeds for Change | 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM | Bridge Lounge
Help save the bees with bee-friendly flowers! Make and take potted plants to grow at
home. Limited quantities available.
Avian Risk Assessment Study | 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM | 3040 Physical Science Building
Presentation by Tyler Wright on a study developed with Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) to help prevent bird injuries and deaths in utility infrastructure.
Relaxation Station | 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM | University Ballroom
Come to de-stress and hang out before finals with meditation and yoga!
Composers Forum Concert | 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM | Doudna Fine Arts Center
Featuring works by EIU student composers.
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Frisbee with a twist
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Wright to present
research on how
GIS helps prevent
injuries in birds
By Rachel Stanevich
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News

JORDAN BOYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

The Eastern Ultimate Frisbee Club plays scrimmage Tuesday evening in the Intramural Fields near the Campus Pond. They
were playing Hot Box, which is basically the pick-up game version of Ultimate Frisbee. There is no out-of-bounds in Hot
Box and there are usually no fouls called.

Students with allergies have options
By Mary Ellen Greenburg
Staff Photographer | @DEN_News
Students with food allergies still have options when it comes to eating in Eastern’s dining halls, though they still have to be vigilant
when living away from home.
Julia Spencer, a freshman history major,
has a banana allergy.
“Sometimes, (the dining halls) have banana pudding, and I see that I’m like, ‘Oh,
vanilla pudding.’ So I have to be careful,”
Spencer said. “I can’t recognize the taste anymore, so I won’t know until I have a reaction.”
When making the transition to living
away from home for the first time, Spencer
said she had to take her allergy into consideration.
“I’ll get a smoothie and not realize it had
banana in it, and I’ll have a reaction, and I
can call my mom and she will advise me (on)

what to do,” she said.
Because her symptoms have started to
evolve, Spencer has had to be more careful
about what she eats.
At Eastern, there are special accommodations that can be made to help students with
allergies.
“(We) make sure they know where they
can go that won’t cause them problems. We
do quite a bit of labeling,” said Mark Hudson, director of Housing and Dining.
One of the options Eastern offers is a special diet with the cooperation of Taylor Dining Hall. Students can turn in a special diet
request form to Housing and Dining. Then,
they will be contacted by a graduate student
in nutrition about their food requirements.
The graduate student will figure out a menu
for the student with a special diet based on
their needs.
“We try to make them as happy as possible and get them items that they need,” said

3

Sheila Poffinbarger, unit director for Taylor
Hall Dining Center.
The menu is given to the cooks in Taylor
Dining Hall.
“We have them swipe in and come and
get their allergen-free food,” Poffinbarger
said. “We like to work close with (students).
We try to give them options, too.”
Heather Vaupel, a junior foreign languages major with a gluten intolerance, studied
abroad in Guatemala. She explained to her
host mom what she could and could not
have, and the host mom was able to help
Vaupel.
“I had to tell my host mom that I had to
be gluten-free, and she was able to cater to
me,” Vaupel said. “For breakfast, when everyone else got to try the new things I just had to
have corn tortillas.”
Mary Ellen Greenburg can be reached at
581-2812 or megreenburg@eiu.edu.

Researcher Tyler Wright will
be presenting his findings on
how Geospatial Information Systems help prevent bird injuries
and deaths at 2 p.m. Wednesday
in the Physical Science building.
Wright studied wildlife conservation at Lake Land College.
During his GIS class, Wright’s
professor got him an internship
at Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperation. This internship taught
him about birds and the problems with electric utilities.
During Wright’s presentation,
he will be discussing how they
came to a certain conclusion and
the process used to get there.
“I plan to tell (audience members) a little bit about why birds
are susceptible to being injured
by power utilities and how we
plan to work in the future to
change that,” Wright said.
Wright wants to get across to
people at his presentation that
this is an issue that should be addressed.
“Most people either don’t care
or just do not think about it.
Birds have enough to deal with
people taking more and more
habitats and the global weather changing,” Wright said. “The
least thing we can do is think
about them as we are building
new utility structures or refitting
old ones.”
Wright became interested in studying birds as a child,
when he would watch his grandpa birdwatch around the yard.
Wright took a year off after
high school because he was unsure of what his future held. One
day, he was fishing and saw a giant nest in the trees across from
the wetland. Wright then went
to his grandfather’s store and
bought a cheap pair of binocu-

lars. He discovered baby eaglets
and watched them for a couple
weeks.
“I actually started to bird
watch. I bought a field guide and
realized that there are close to
900+ different species of birds in
the country,” Wright said. “The
diversity and beauty of this one
group of animals in our local
area astounded me, and just like
that I was in love with the birds.”
Wright’s talk will be a part of
the geology/geography department’s Colloquium Series.
Diane Burns, chair of the geology/geography department,
said the series was started about
eight years ago by herself and
Michael Cornebise, interim associate dean of the College of
Sciences.
“The aim is to bring interesting speakers, especially our
highly valued alumni, to campus to provide our majors with
a glimpse into different career
paths,” Burns said. “This also …
provides the public topics about
which they might like to know
more information.”
People such as Bill McNulty, a
geology alumnus who produced
maps for National Geographic, and Colonel Robert Sinkler,
a geography alumnus who aided in the reconstruction of levees after Hurricane Katrina,
have spoken for the Colloquium
Series. The departments have
also shown movies about matters
such as global warming.
“This series is meant to not
only present our science, but
also to demonstrate to the public that the geosciences are intimately related to their everyday
lives,” Burns said.
Rachel Stanevich can be
reached at 581-2812 or
rmstanevich@eiu.edu.

4 OPINIONS
STAFF EDITORIAL

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
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Dangers of UV light

Journalism
is important
in all forms
Journalism, regardless of it being student journalism or professional journalism, is a vital element in
any institution.
We, as journalists, have the responsibility to protect the truth and distribute the truth to the people
who deserve to know it.
We take pride in our enormous responsibility and
strive daily to ensure that our responsibility is met
with exceptional performance.
Whether people like us or not, we don’t care.
That’s not our mission, and we will never attempt to
please everyone for the sake of a few likes.
Our duty is to hold this administration and the
university community at large accountable for their
actions, and we will continue to do so for years to
come, just as student journalists at many universities
and colleges do on a daily basis.
However, currently across the nation, university
and college newspapers are being unfunded, eliminated or censored.
This issue spurred employees at the Independent
Florida Alligator, the University of Florida’s studentrun newspaper, to start the social media campaign
#SaveStudentNewsrooms. Student newspapers from
various outlets will be sharing testimonials, editorials
and show people life inside their newsrooms in an attempt to show the importance of student journalism
on Wednesday.
We at The Daily Eastern News would like to take a
moment to stand in solidarity with the student journalists and newspapers who are taking part in this
movement.
People have this illusion that student journalism
isn’t a necessary factor at a university, or that anything
they write has to make their university look good.
That’s false.
Student journalism and the work we do is all part
of a unified goal to promote the spread of truth.
Without truth we would live life blinded and
brainwashed by whoever is in charge.
Just look at history and you’ll understand the importance of journalism.
Watergate was exposed due to the work of journalists, the reality of war was exposed because of journalists, but most importantly, action was taken as a result
of the honest reporting of journalists.
Student journalism is no different. College and
university newspapers around the U.S. hold their administrations, student governments and faculty and
staff leaders accountable every day. They expose corruption while taking the time to report on more ‘positive’ aspects of university life as well.
This is why we applaud every one of our colleagues
in student media outlets, who are doing their duty
and great journalism despite all the challenges.

T h e D ai l y Eastern News
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Question beliefs, strive for goodness
When I was thinking on what to write for my
last column of the semester, I wasn’t sure what I
wanted to tackle. There’s plenty of challenging issues
facing our nation, but it’s hard to cut through the
noise of a house divided.
So I wanted to write on beliefs. I’ve been around,
and I like to think I’m slowly developing into a person I can be proud of. Oh, sure there were some hiccups along the way. Some very, very serious hiccups.
But part of the problem was the different answers
to everyday problems. It plagued me, the idea of
gray areas and “what-about-isms.” The inability to
find a moral absolute disrupted everything from
school, to work, to my faith. I was around 19, so
you can imagine how that went.
Eventually I was taught by a very important person to trust my gut. If something didn’t feel right,
there was probably a reason for it. Critical analysis
came after.
This served me well enough. It didn’t feel right
that the United States of America, the nation I had
grown up hearing was the mightiest, most Godly nation on earth, wouldn’t let in people looking
for a better life. It didn’t feel right that black people
kept sharing their unnerving and saddening experiences with law enforcement, and white people kept
finding reasons not to listen. The things I was hearing and seeing during the 2016 presidential election
didn’t feel right. The 2007 financial crash didn’t feel
right. The war on terrorism, the cultural battle over
gay rights, the slow dissolvement of privacy, all of
this left me feeling uneasy and angry.
All these experiences, and later subsequent
research, found me proudly adopting the title of
“liberal” in response to these man-made injustices.
I knew who the enemy was now. Corporate America had betrayed us. Racism and apathy among the

Colin Roberts
dominate whites was the reason immigrant families were being torn apart by ICE. The unassailable
and widely supported cultural worship of police was
the reason that black Americans kept leaving traffic
stops in body bags. Rural whites bought with empty, vulgar words were the reason Trump’s brand of
“me first” was running rampant across the country.
Conservatives. Whites. “Christians.” These were
the groups that were determined to raze and salt the
earth before ever letting go of their power.
But was I wrong? Biased? Blowing it out of proportion? There was that doubt, as if I was 19 again.
I knew I was right on immigration and police
brutality against POC. Jesus was pretty clear on
that one, and I could safely guarantee none of the
MAGA crowd were going to get to heaven and be
congratulated for securing the border against men,
women and children seeking hope. And if they
spouted Fox News sound bites about Mexican killers and rapists flooding over, God would likely
remind them to “test all things, and hold fast to that
which is good.”
Or at least, I hope he would. Again, I’m always
questioning if my beliefs are right, or if I’m falling

into a mold. And if they are right, am I going about
them the correct way? I’ve taken white Americans,
especially conservatives, to task many times in these
columns. I’ve often wondered if I should be so confrontational. But nobody knows this group better
than me, having spent my entire life with them and
studied history. It’s exhausting teaching empathy,
and if you find yourself negotiating the terms of it
with white people, you’ve already lost.
But strong belief in what is right and wrong can
lead to harsh words, and that brings together no
one. So then the question becomes, what am I trying to do with my beliefs? Do I want this nation to
come together? Is it worth compromising if things
like DACA are destroyed? What good is unity, if the
people who need help still aren’t being helped?
So then am I at war? Are the conservatives, the
MAGA, the talibangelicals and their worse counterparts the enemy? This doesn’t seem right, as I’ve
grown up with these people. The MAGA crowd is
full of wonderful, if not misguided, men and women.
But is it really misguided if their actions and
beliefs perpetuate systems that oppress and kill people? How do you teach empathy and create a country everyone can enjoy?
At the end of the day, all I can do is what I can
do. I style myself a writer, so I write about these
things. Every day I make sure to check both conservative and liberal news sites, and especially the
comment sections, to get a sense of how connected America thinks. If I believe something, I try and
hear the other side. And I’d ask that you do the
same.
Colin Roberts is a senior English major. He can be
reached at 581-2812 or clroberts4@eiu.edu.

Times were good, times were bad at college
Since I finish college next week, I will explain
my favorite and least favorite things about my
time at Eastern or college in general. Get ready to
relate, y’all.
My favorite things include:
1. Some classes. I obviously really hated some,
but the classes I really loved included Art Appreciation with Stephen Eskilson. It was focused on
architecture, and I absolutely fell in love. Thanks
for introducing me to the world of architecture and
a new love.
I also loved the Spanish classes I took. Excellent
department. Carlos Amaya is a great guy.
History of Modern Japan with Jinhee Lee was
packed with information. It was difficult at times,
but Dr. Lee is wonderful and always willing to
help. She is incredibly smart and will teach you so
many new things, guaranteed.
Ensung Kim’s Race, Gender and the Media was
full of intriguing details, and a research paper is

included. She helped me submit research to be presented nationally. Thank you!
2. The friends I met at Eastern. I met my best
friend Amanda here, along with other wonderful
people like Cassie, Carole, Abbey, Angelica, Adam,
Adrian and several others maybe with names also
starting with the letter A or C.
3. Nights out at EIU. They were some of the
most memorable and not memorable … if you
catch my drift.
4. The library. It’s on this list because I spent so
much time there. Before I had a laptop, I just gallivanted over to the library and used a good old Mac.
5. The journalism department. It played a huge
part in my life at Eastern. I spent a lot of time with
my journalism pals and going to conferences, and
just a lot of time at The Daily Eastern News.
6. Studying abroad. I got to see new places and
meet new people, including my best friend Page
from Minnesota. That was neat and I’m grateful for
the experience.

Kennedy Nolen
To be honest, I’m sure there are other great
things I did at Eastern, but this is a column, not a
novel, so I’ll end it there.
My least favorite things about Eastern include:
1. Paying for parking and parking tickets. I’m
not really a fan … I don’t think anyone is.
2. Walking to class in subzero weather sucked.

I’m not a polar bear, so I got cold.
3. Sweating in class in 90 degree weather sucked. I guess I did burn calories doing so,
though.
4. Science classes. I’m not Bill Nye the Science
Guy.
5. Stupid, meaningless “relationships.” They’re
kind of a waste of time, yet they make you grow as
a person. I’d just rather not go through them.
6. The budget cuts. I hated the “I heard Eastern
is shutting down, is that true?” question I got from
any person not at Eastern.
7. Hangovers. Need I say more?
Again, I could think of a thousand other things
to list, but I’ll cut it off there. Thanks, Eastern, for
a ratchet yet great experience. Maybe I’ll miss you,
and maybe you’ll miss me. Until next time …
deuces, my dudes.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 581-2812 or
kdnolen@eiu.edu.
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Concert

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
“The issue with gentrification is
that many people who already live
in those poor communities cannot afford a middle-class home,
thus they are pushed out of their
neighborhood in search of a new
home,” French said. “‘Disparity’
is meant to capture the essence
of the oppressed, to bring to light
how the war on crime and the war
on drugs was really a guise to target African-Americans and minorities in urban communities as a
threat to the white American population.”
Damann is presenting two pieces at the concert. “Acoustic Emission of Structural Steel” for bass
clarinet and saxophone quartet,
will be performed by Don Fisher,
Willie Morris, Courtland Walters,
Adam Owens and Levi Armstrong.
Damann will also be presenting an aria called “On the Screen”
from his new video operetta titled
“BOLD,” which will be performed
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Voices

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
by soprano singer Sheridan Kelly.
“The acoustic piece was driven
by my need to explore new compositional techniques,” Damann
said.
“Because most of what I compose involves electronics and computer programming, I wanted to
use that as the basis for my material. I built an algorithm that
randomly generates harmonies
based on the ranges of each member of the saxophone family, and
then generates a random duration for that harmony. Afterwards,
the soloistic bass clarinet material
is then based on whatever pitches are left over from those harmonies.”
After sending a recording to his
fiancée to gain her approval, Damann asked her how it sounded.
“She told me that it sounds
like the metallic sounds when we
drive over the Martin Luther King
Jr. Bridge in St. Louis, so we dug
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into what the name of that phenomenon is called,” Damann said.
“BOLD” is based on sexual harassment and abuse as well as the
# Me To o Mo v e m e n t , D a m a n n
said.
During the operetta, a lone female is antagonized both digitally
and physically by a nameless man.
“My fiancée, an English major
at Eastern, and I often collaborate
on works,” Damann said. “After
our success with our collaborative
work ‘Sarin’ for narrator, flute and
electronics received national recognition, we decided that sticking
to socio-politically influenced issues would be a great idea for us.
Our friend Jessica Fenlon created
the video (and) works within the
operetta.”
Andrew Paisley can be
reached at 581-2812 or at
abpaisley@eiu.edu.

“It’s always important to stand up
for those that can’t speak for themselves. Women’s rights are important,
and although men get sexually assaulted too, the majority are women.
We already don’t get a say a lot of the
time, so going the extra mile is important,” Ryan said.
Cheyenne Jackson, a sophomore
health administration major, said
enough people came to the march to
show that the issue is significant, especially on college campuses.
“I’m glad whoever found the time
to come out, came out. This needs to
be talked about,” Jackson said.
Amanda Feder, a preventionist at
SACIS, said one in four women will
be sexually assaulted within their
lifetime, and over 82 percent of the
time, the victim knows their offender.
“We want to show survivors we
support them and raise awareness of
sexual violence in our community
and to take back the night to make

that a safe time to walk freely,” Feder said.
Chloe St. Pierre, a sophomore
family and consumer sciences major who interns at SACIS said events
like Take Back the Night are important so survivors of sexual violence
know they have resources if they need
them.
“A lot of people have to deal with
it on their own,” St. Pierre said.
“That’s upsetting and something has
to be done.”
Stephanie Anderson, a volunteer
coordinator at SACIS, said the first
Take Back the Night march was held
on a Florida campus with the motives
of demanding resources and safety.
“We came out to raise awareness
and show support to survivors. Our
motives are really similar to the those
who marched,” Anderson said.
Olivia Swenson-Hultz can be
reached at 581-2812 or
omswensonhultz@eiu.edu.
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Season review for Eastern men’s tennis
By Vince Lovergine
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports

Consistency and improvement are just some
things the Eastern men’s tennis team had this past
spring season.
From making its first conference tournament
since 2014 and improving their win total to their
best mark in that same year, there was a lot to be
excited about for the team.
Eastern coach Sam Kercheval said all season
long that the Panthers needed to stay hungry, do
what they know best and compete at the highest
level.
For a while, Eastern was shuffling players to find
the right combinations in doubles play.
Sophomore Freddie O’Brien and senior Trent
Reiman notched seven wins this spring as a tandem. Freshman Logan Charbonneau and senior
Grant Reiman earned six wins, and senior Jared
Woodson and sophomore Gage Kingsmith found
their groove compiling five wins as a team.
“I think overall, it was a great year. It was the
first time I had been a part of a team consisting of
great players, all with the ability to beat me, and I
hope to never take that for granted,” Charbonneau
said. “It didn’t come without adversity, but that’s to
be expected. I’m excited for the future and hope to
have even more fun next year. I can’t thank the seniors and the other guys enough for helping me
through a lot of things in the year.”
But that wasn’t only thing that changed for Eastern. Singles play also improved for some players.
O’Brien, being the main man at No. 1 singles,

went 11-9, leading the Panthers in wins. O’Brien
also won his first OVC player of the week honors
in January, making him the first Panther to win the
award since 2016. He was named to the All-OVC
second team at the OVC banquet.
Kingsmith, Woodson and sophomore Braden
Davis had four wins each, where both Kingsmith
and Davis improved their win totals.
Heading into next season, Eastern will not have
any seniors, as O’Brien, Kingsmith and Davis will
all be juniors alongside Marko Stefan Janjusic, who
sat out this season due to injury.
Kercheval was pleased with the team’s efforts
and contributions this season and looks forward to
next year.
“I think more important though, I really feel
that we improved throughout the year and played
our best tennis at the end,” he said. “It was a long,
grueling season with a tough schedule, with injuries, but we played hard and competed well in the
conference tournament, which was great to see.”
“To see the constant improvement and development in our individuals and our team was important,” Kercheval said.
He said the team needs to expect better results,
and some core men are stepping into leadership
roles already.
“They know what I expect as a coach, and it will
be up to them to continue to raise the bar we have
already set while teaching the new players the way
we do it at EIU,” Kercheval said.
Another improvement this team saw was its win
total on the road, raising it by two from a year ago.
Also, the Panthers won their first conference match
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Senior Grant Reiman returns the ball on his forehand in Eastern’s match against Belmont
March 30 at the Darling Courts. Despite a first-round OVC Tournament loss, Eastern improved
overall and has the team excited for the future.

in nearly two years against Tennessee State.
Woodson, who will be graduating, just wants
the team to know not to take anything for granted.
“I just wanted them to know (to) take advantage of every moment, because as much as it seems
like an often grind, it really does go by fast,” he
said. “These are special moments that not every

athlete gets a chance to experience.”
The Panthers ended their season at the OVC
tournament with a 4-0 loss to Jacksonville State,
finishing with a 6-17 record and 1-5 in the OVC.
Vince Lovergine can be reached at
581-2812 or vplovergine@eiu.edu.

Women’s tennis improves over second half of season
By Dillan Schorfheide
Women’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Doubles points were hard to come by for Eastern’s women’s tennis team during the first half of its
spring season.
Coach Sam Kercheval has stressed the importance
of winning the doubles point in the past, and he did
so again earlier this season.
“The doubles point is always a big factor,” he said
after Eastern lost to Illinois State and to Ball State
in both matches of a doubleheader. In those three
matches, if Eastern had won the doubles point, they
could have won.
In the first half of the season, Eastern only won
the doubles point three out of 12 times and had a
4-8 record.
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“As a coach, there is always room for improvement, and that is something I constantly express to
our players, is the never ending quest to improve,”
Kercheval said. “But obviously, our doubles play got
much better and really helped us in the back half of
the season.”
In the second half of the season, Eastern won seven out of 12 doubles points. Then in the Ohio Valley
Conference tournament, Eastern won the doubles
point against Jacksonville State in the first round and
lost the point in the semifinal match against Eastern Kentucky.
The Panthers went 8-4 in the rest of the regular
season and 13-13 overall, including the tournament.
“The doubles improved throughout the season as
we all became more comfortable playing with our
partners and fighting for every win,” junior Abby

Carpenter said.
Carpenter, along with fellow junior Srishti Slaria,
will be seniors on the team next year and are looking
to being the team’s leaders.
“Me and Srishti really want to step up by encouraging the younger girls to continue to work hard
and push themselves, even during our upcoming off
time,” Carpenter said. “We have a lot of returning
players, so I feel as if our connections with one another are already there and can only grow stronger.”
Kercheval said everyone needs to individually
work hard and up their own levels going into next
year. Because senior Grace Summers, who now holds
the Eastern record for most singles wins in a season,
is graduating, he said everyone will have to step up
and help fill the hole she will leave.
“That is no small feat, and we are going to have

to have everyone improve to make up for that loss,”
he said. “But they all know there is room to grow
and we will work hard in the off-season to get them
there.”
Kercheval added that he and assistant coach Kevin Hussey, the former coach of the Charleston High
School tennis team, were proud of the way the team
handled the year.
“There were some changes in coaches, uncertainty at times about how things would go, but they really embraced myself and Kevin coming in, which was
commendable,” Kercheval said. “As coaches, we really appreciated that they let us in and bought in to
what we were trying to do as a team.”
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
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Cottage Glenn
♦a unique Oakland, IL property♦
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away from home for game season? Ask!
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Home run ball leads Eastern to win
By Maher Kawash
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports

Not many baseball teams or fans
want to witness the first two innings
of a college baseball game take nearly an hour.
Unless that hour includes six
home runs.
And luckily for Eastern fans, it
was their team doing all the trotting
around the bases as the Panthers
batted around in the first en route to
a game filled with long balls to give
the Panthers a 14-11 victory over
Saint Louis Tuesday evening.
“It feels like the type of baseball we should be playing,” Eastern
coach Jason Anderson said. “I know
we gave up 11 runs, but we’re really
an offensive-based team.”
The Panthers came out swinging early and often with the usual
big swingers, such as senior Dougie
Parks starting out with a deep home
run to left.
He was followed by some breakout at-bats such as senior Hunter
Beetley, who blasted a ball over the
center-field batter’s eye to keep the
offense rolling.
That is a positive sign for Beetley
as he had just three hits coming into
the matchup but flipped the switch
against Saint Louis with three RBI’s
and a walk.
Junior Jimmy Huber had himself a day with not just one, but two
home runs, and that was enough for
five RBI’s, which gives him 24 on
the season.
Saint Louis brought its offense as
well though, in fact, to start this one
it seemed clear the runs would come
at ease.
The Billikens seemed to have an
answer for every Panther run early
on, and sophomore Jake Garella was
a major reason for that.
“This is a midweek game, so
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Junior Spenser Dexter pitches the ball Tuesday in Eastern’s 14-11 win over Saint Louis at Coaches Stadium. Eastern hit seven home runs in the win. The
Panthers host Robert Morris Wednesday at Coaches Stadium.

you’re not starting your weekend
guys,” Anderson said. “You’re mixing and matching a bit, so I think
our guys did a good job of bending
and not breaking.”
No matter what pitcher Eastern
put on the mound, Garella had an
answer for them going, 5-for-5 at
the plate with two RBIs.
Senior Parker Sniatynski also got
the job done at the plate for Saint
Louis, getting a hit in each of his
two at-bats with one of those coming on a three-run home run.
But, as the Panthers kept up their

home run derby, Eastern just needed its bullpen to fend off a Billiken
comeback.
Eastern right-handed junior Carson Haws played a key role in preventing that comeback as he allowed
no runs in three innings pitched on
the mound.
“He’s stepped up big the last two
weeks,” Anderson said. “He always
gets the job done, and he doesn’t
fold.”
He also notched four strikeouts to
the 16 batters faced.
Saint Louis nearly completed the

comeback in the eighth after the
team added three runs, and with
typical Eastern closer senior Michael Starcevich pitching four innings Sunday, Anderson said senior
Jake Haberer would be the closer
Tuesday.
Haberer did just that, despite allowing one run in two innings as he
sealed the save.
“Once again bend but didn’t
break, and that was just kind of the
theme of the day,” Anderson said.
The win ends a three-game skid
for the Panthers, and also gives them

their second straight win at home.
Eastern will get a chance to extend that home streak with a quick
turnaround Wednesday as Robert
Morris comes to town for another
midweek affair.
That will be the last dip out of
conference play before the Panthers
play six straight OVC games, starting with a three-game set Friday at
Coaches Stadium against Morehead
State.
Maher Kawash can be reached at
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.

Softball team looking to get back on track
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Junior Mady Poulter does not
think Eastern has necessarily lost its
fire, but playing Illinois Wednesday
in a non-conference game will be a
good opportunity to get some of it
back.
The Panthers struggled over the
weekend, dropping three of four
to Tennessee Tech and Jacksonville
State.
Poulter, who has started all 43
games for the Panthers, did admit Eastern has not been playing
its best softball lately. The Panthers
started OVC play 6-0, but has since
dropped six of eight.
“(Our struggles) have cost us a
few,” Poulter said. “But there is still
so much fight left.”
She said playing a “big name”
team like Illinois is exciting. Eastern
beat the Illini last season.
“At the same time, we aren’t going to ride or die on this game,” she
said. “We are just looking to come
out and play our best softball as a
team.”
On a positive note, and coach
Kim Schuette pointed it out after the game, the Panthers are still
finding ways to push runs across the
plate. They scored nine on Sunday
in loss in game two, but a few blunders in the field and at the end of
the game cost them.
The Panthers have the highest
team batting average in the OVC
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Junior Mady Poulter throws the ball over to first to Haley Mitchell for the out in Eastern’s win over Tennessee Tech
in game one of the doubleheader Saturday at Williams Field. The Panthers are taking a break from OVC play for a
day to play Illinois on the road Wednesday.

and have scored the second most
runs, just behind Eastern Kentucky,
which Eastern will play May 5 to

end the regular season.
And while the Panthers have had
their struggles, the veteran leader-

ship on the team has played a role in
staying focused.
“We’ve talked a lot about focus-

ing on one thing and making sure
it’s the right thing in that moment,”
senior Andrea Roberts said. “We’ve
also talked about that even though
we weren’t on our A-game, we still
hung with (Tennessee Tech and
Jacksonville State) and almost won.”
Roberts and Poulter realize that
Eastern hit a minor slump, but are
confident that the way they played
early on in OVC play will be back.
For starters, senior pitcher Jessica
Wireman has had the rarest of rare
struggles recently. She was handed
the loss in both games against Jacksonville State.
Wireman, who leads the OVC in
saves with five, got hit around in the
sixth and seventh innings against
Jacksonville State, which allowed the
Gamecocks to take the lead in each
game.
That is not typical Jessica Wireman, as her ERA was below 2.00
before the weekend, but now sits at
2.10.
Moving forward, Roberts just
wants the Panthers to keep that
mindset of “one thing-the right
thing.”
“Having the offense that ropes the
ball and defense that makes the play
to shut teams down (is the team we
know we are),” Roberts said. “Tomorrow’s game is our only concern.”
The first pitch is set for 5 p.m. at
Illinois.
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

